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App, 

Application, 

or Program 

These all mean the same thing--A tool used to 

complete a specific task such as create a letter, browse 

the Internet, and calculate a math problem. 

 

Browser An application used to access and view websites. 

 

Clicking Pressing and releasing the left (primary) mouse button. 

Can also be called left-clicking. 

 

Cloud Where we store and access data and programs over 

the Internet instead of your computer's hard drive. 

 

Cursor A highlighted or bright (sometimes blinking) line or 

other mark that shows where information is being input; 

that is, where the next letter or character will appear.  

 

Default "Factory setting" for any given option in a software 

program or operating system. 

 

Desktop The "home screen" on your computer--what you see 

when you first log on.  

 

Double-

click 

Quickly press and release the primary (left) mouse 

button twice. 

 

Drag Points the mouse at an icon or folder, presses the 

button and without releasing the button, moves the icon 

or folder to another place on the computer where the 

button is released. 

 

Email Private messages, called electronic mail, that are sent 

and received over a computer network. 
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Email 

Address 

Your “digital address” or where people can send you 

mail on the internet. 

 

File 

Explorer 

Directory that includes all Files and Folders 

 

File A piece of computer information-document, 

spreadsheet, music, video, etc. 

Folder Just like a file folder in a filing cabinet, a file is where 

documents (letters, spreadsheets, etc.) are kept. 

Font The size and style of letters. 

 

Formatting Changing the way that text looks on the page.  

Hard drive Located inside your computer; location where you store 

data including the operating system. 

 

Hardware The physical equipment of the computer system that 

you can see and touch. 

 

Highlight Click and drag across a word or sentence to highlight it. 

When it is highlighted you can make changes to it. 

 

Hover 

(Mouse 

Over) 

Position the mouse pointer over top of an icon without 

clicking the icon. 

 

Icon A small picture used to represent a file or program.  

Internet A network of computer networks.  

Link Short for “hyperlink”--object or string of text that allows 

you to "jump" to a new location. 

Usually blue.  

sample font, SAMPLE FONT, sample 

font, Sample Font, sample font 

 

Tower 

Monitor 

Mouse 

 

 

Keyboard 
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Menu A list of operations available to the user of a program. 

 

Modem The hardware that allows computer to connect to the 

internet. 

 

Network A collection of computers that are connected.  

Operating 

system 

Most important software on the computer; controls the 

hardware and makes it possible to run other types of 

software. 

 

Password A secret word or phrase used to access information 

stored on a computer or computer network. 

 

Pointers the symbols that appear on the computer screen that 

indicate your movement of the mouse. 

 

Right-click To press and release the right button on the mouse. 

Usually pulls up shortcut menu options for the program 

upon which you've clicked. 

 

Router A device that plugs into a cable or phone line and 

broadcasts the digital signal wirelessly. This device is 

what make WiFi possible. 
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Scroll Control which portion of the document is visible in the 

window; available either horizontally or vertically or 

both. 

 

Scroll 

Wheel 

The center wheel/button on a mouse that performs a 

range of special page movement functions. 

 

Search 

engine 

A tool for finding information on the Internet.  Examples 

are Google and Yahoo.  

 

Select To point to an object and then press and release the 

primary (left) mouse button. 

 

Software The instructions that tell the computer what to do; the 

programs of the computer system. 

 

USB Universal serial bus, a standardized technology for 

attaching peripheral devices to a computer. 

 

Webpage A document that lives on the World-Wide Web.  

Website A location connected to the Internet that maintains one 

or more pages on the World Wide Web. 

 

Wi-Fi Technology that allows computers and other devices to 

communicate over a wireless signal. 

 

Window A “box” that appears on top of the desktop. It is the 

portal or way in which you interact with an app. 

 

 


